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The Eighth Coast Guard District Commander serves as sponsor
for the Houston/Galveston Navigation Safety Advisory Committee.
This group has requested an expanded allowable use of VHF-FM
Channel 77 in the Galveston-Texas City, Texas area to include
shoreside communicators. The issue is communication between the
pilot and the shore side people during docking/undocking of the
vessels.

Use of CH 77 in the Galveston-Texas City Harbor Complex is
currently restricted to marine pilots only. The marine pilots
are the people making the request. In New Orleans, CH 77 is used
similar to their request. It allows increased safety during the
docking and undocking of vessels by enhancing the communications
between all concerned parties. I don't know if simple expansion
of allowed use is the best answer in Galveston-Texas City. I ask
the FCC to assist the parties in resolving their communications
problems as you have in New Orleans.

I ask that you give the request your fullest consideration
and find a way to solve the issue either by approving their
request or some other method;

If we can provide further input or answer any questions for
you, my P9int of contact is LT Jon Trumble at (504) 589-4686.
Your assistance is appreciated.

Sincerely.
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C. B. NEWLIN
Captain, U. S. Coast Guard
Chief, Operations Division
Eighth Coast Guard District
By ~irection of the District Commander

Copy: Mr. Ted Thorjussen, Chairman,
Houston/Galveston NAVSAC No. of Copies rlC'd 1 (;. ,) /10
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